Independent/Dependent Clause

Independent Clause (IC)

An independent clause is a group of words that contains a subject and verb and expresses a complete thought. An independent clause is a complete sentence. 

Example: Paul studied in the library for his chemistry quiz. (IC)
Dependent Clause (DC)—a group of words that contains a subject and predicate, but cannot  stand alone as a complete sentence. IT is missing information that completes the thought of the clause
Subordinate Clause (SC)—A SC is a specific type of dependent clause.
A subordinate clause is a group of words that contains a subject and verb, but does not express a complete thought. A dependent clause cannot be a sentence. Often a dependent clause is marked by a dependent marker word. subordinate conjunctions
Example: When Paul studied in the library for his chemistry quiz . . . (SC)
(What happened when he studied? The thought is incomplete.) 

Dependent Marker Word (DM)—Also known as subordinate conjunctions.
A dependent marker word is a word added to the beginning of an independent clause that turns it into a dependent clause. 

Example: When Jim studied in the Sweet Shop for his chemistry quiz, it was very noisy. (DM)

Some common dependent markers are: after, although, as, as if, because, before, even if, even though, if, in order to, since, unless, until, whatever, when, whenever, whether, and while.
