Extreme Views of a Reverend

7. What does the “Stebbins boy” incident have to do with Cates?

The “Stebbins boy” incident provides two important pieces of information about Cates, and his views of religion. The town of Hillsboro is a very religious town; it has only one church run by, Rachel’s father, Reverend Brown. Many people in the town of Hillsboro view Cates as an atheist because of his teaching of evolution, and because he does not attend church. However, maybe people do not know the reasoning as to why Cates does not attend church. This is explained at the trial when Rachel, Reverend Brown’s daughter and also Cates love interest, is put on the stand and is asked if Bert Cates attends church? Cates had attended Reverend Brown’s church, but stopped attending after the incident with the Stebbins boy:

RACHEL. The boy was eleven years old, and he went swimming in the                      

river, and got a cramp, and drowned. Bert felt awful about it. He lived    right next door, and Tommy Stebbins used to come over to the boarding house and look through Bert’s microscope. Bert said the boy had a quick mind, and he might even be a scientist when he grew up. At the funeral, Pa preached that Tommy didn’t die in a state of grace, because his folks had never had him baptized-[CATES, who has been smouldering through this recitation, suddenly leaps angrily to his feet.]

CATES. Tell’em what your father really said! That Tommy’s soul was 

   Damned, writhing in hellfire! (Lawrence and Lee 76-77).

Cates had once attended Reverend Brown’s church, but the quotation proves that Cates, after witnessing the extreme views that Reverend Brown expressed at Tommy Stebbins funeral, decided to stop attending the church. The fact that Cates had once attended church proves that he may be religious or have knowledge about religion. It does not mean Cates is not religious because he stopped going to church; Cates just does not have the same religious beliefs that Reverend Brown has. This proves that Cates is not an atheist, like the townspeople believe, because he went to church; however, he also believes in evolution. The main reason why Cates stopped attending church is because he has a very different view of religion compared to Reverend Brown’s extreme views: “Religion’s supposed to comfort people, isn’t it? Not frighten them to death!” (Lawrence and Lee 77). Cates believes that religion is supposed to comfort people and not condemn them like Reverend Brown condemned Tommy Stebbins because he was not baptized. Cates does have religious beliefs, but his religious beliefs are much different from Reverend Brown’s. Reverend Brown has very extreme views on religion. Reverend Brown’s extreme views are the reason why Cates stopped attending church, and there is only one church in Hillsboro so Cates had no other church to attend. The Tommy Stebbins incident shed light on two important pieces of information about Cates: Cates had once attended church, and also provides reasons as to why Cates no longer attends church. [362 words]
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