Everything You Ever Wanted to Know about Paragraphs

A paragraph is group of related sentences that develop one idea.  There are three main types of paragraphs:

1) A descriptive paragraph gives the reader a description of what someone or something looks like.  Good writer select the most appropriate words to evoke the essence of what they are describing, whether it is colourful and vivid or colourless and understated.

2) A narrative paragraph tells a story.  It narrates the sequence of events in an incident or anecdote.  

3) An expository paragraph explains something, tells you how to do things, gives directions, tells you how to make something, or gives information.  When you write an expository paragraph it is important to give your readers all the necessary information and the details in the order in which they need them.  Most formal English assignments require expository paragraphs.
Note: Depending upon the purpose and audience of the writing, writers often combine two or more types of paragraphs.  For example they could describe and narrate at the same time.

Paragraph Structure

Paragraphs are not all alike.  Some may have just a few sentences.  Others go on for a page or more.  One paragraph may be persuasive; another paragraph may be purely descriptive. You must also consider whether you are writing one paragraph in isolation or whether you are writing paragraphs as a part of a larger piece of writing.  Regardless, the types of paragraphs you write and their lengths will depend upon your purpose and your audience.

Despite their differences most paragraphs have four basic parts:

1) Main idea--the idea around which the entire paragraph is organized.

2) Supporting sentences-- give specific details that explain or prove the main idea of the paragraph.

3) Topic Sentence-- states the main idea of the paragraph.  It is almost always the first sentence of a paragraph.  Narrative paragraphs often do not have a topic sentence.

1. A good topic sentence introduces the reader to what the paragraph is about.

2. A good topic sentence limits the paragraph to one aspect of the whole subject.

3. The topic sentence gives the writer “permission” to write about only certain things in that paragraph.

4) Summary sentence-- sums up, concludes, provides finality, or provides transition for your paragraph.

Paragraph Unity-- When a paragraph has unity, all sentences relate to the main idea.  

Paragraph Coherence-- When a paragraph has coherence, the reader can easily see how one idea relates to the next.  One way to create coherence in a paragraph is to use transitional words and phrases.  These are words and phrases that show how ideas are related.  (Examples: also, although, because, consequently, therefore, meanwhile, finally, nevertheless, moreover, yet, since, so, on the other hand)

When to begin a new paragraph: change of subject, topic, time, viewpoint, tone, place, mood, emphasis, and speaker in dialogue. 

