Tips For Reading and Analyzing Poetry
Poems must be read several times before final judgements can be made.  For each poem you examine, you should write individual answers to the following four questions.  The first three questions are obviously individual, but you should share your answers. You should discuss the fourth question to come up with the best possible interpretation of your poems:

1.  How does the poem make you feel?

2.  What does the poem make you think of?
3.  What image in the poem sticks out in your mind?  Why?
4.  What is the poet trying to say with this poem?(This is your interpretation of the poem and in most cases will be theme related**)
Analyzing/Annotating a Poem

· Read the title.  Sometimes the title contains a hint as to the meaning of the poem.

· Consider word order and punctuation.  Analyze the sentence structure of the lines of the poem.  Note where terminal punctuation occurs.  You cannot simply read a poem line by line.
· Look for the use of irregular spacing or other textual features in the poem.  Try to figure out the poet’s reasons for such choices.

· Identify the speaker of the poem, based on the information given in the poem.  The speaker is not necessarily the author!

· Vocabulary : Look up unfamiliar words.  They can make a huge difference in your understanding of the poem.  Be aware of denotation vs. connotation.  Examine the poet’s use of euphemism/dysphemism. 
· Examine the imagery used in the poem.  Imagery calls into play any or all of the senses.  Visual imagery is the most common.
· Try to figure out the poet's theme. Why do you suppose he/she wrote the poem? 

· Sometimes, background information about the author is helpful.  However, you can’t always rely on this.  Poets write from different points of views/perspectives.

· Figurative Language :  Figurative language is the imaginative use of words to imply more than their literal meaning.  Poets use figurative language to help express themselves.  Quote examples of figurative language and discuss their effectiveness in the poem.  Most often, poems will use metaphor, simile, personification, irony, symbolism, and allusion.
Common Examples of Figurative Language

simile : a directly expressed comparison using "like" or "as".

metaphor : An implied comparison between items which are basically unlike each other



"The church -spires flamed, such flags they had."

personification : Gives human characteristics to non-human things or ideas

verbal irony : a discrepancy between what is said and what is actually meant.

symbol : a concrete object that stands for a more abstract idea 

Accurate Interpretation of Poetry

· Requires good sense and use of the actual text!

· Needs a balance between “too little” and “too much”—between under interpretation and over interpretation.

· This statement is true: “ the reader who reads into a poem anything he/she chooses might as well discard the poem and simply daydream” (Perrine 75).
