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THE QUESTION: Why is the Howard, Melinda scene a good opening for the play?  What major issue(s) are introduced in this seemingly simple encounter?

Evolution in the Eyes of the Uneducated
The Howard-Melinda scene is a good opening for the play because it introduces the conflict between Creation and evolution that exists in Hillsboro.  This scene presents the fear and misunderstanding that the townspeople share concerning evolution.  Howard, who has obviously been exposed to the theory of evolution in school, tells Melinda that her family, thus all people, evolved from worms and blobs of jelly; this symbolically represents how most local citizens do not truly understand the theory of evolution.  Presumably, Bert Cates taught Howard the basics of the evolutionary theory, but like many students, Howard has confused the facts and comes up with his own inaccurate interpretation. Melinda is shocked by Howard’s statement and tells Howard that what he is saying is sinful talk, which indicates she was brought up to believe that anything contradicting the Bible is evil.  Perhaps even more importantly, as seen through Howard’s belief that evolution happens during one lifespan, this scene demonstrates that the religious Fundamentalists of Hillsboro do not understand the theory of evolution, yet it is clear that many will be strongly opposed to it. This opening scene is important because it symbolically reveals the townspeople’s strong belief and support for Creationism, and their lack of understanding of and condemnation of the Theory of Evolution. [213 words] 
Notice that the topic sentence covers both aspects of the question





The writer then provides details to satisfy the point of the question.  Notice the use of references to the text.





Look at how the summary sentence provides finality and connects directly back to the actual question








