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Exploding Oil Wells and Exchanging Flowers for Waves

Context
     In chapter eighteen of the novel, The Shipping News, Quoyle is adjusting to his new routine and life in Newfoundland with his daughters, but is still faced with images of his dead wife, Petal. Instead of succumbing to his pain, he tries to invoke newer and happier memories with the new people he meets, including Wavey Prowse. After he learns about Wavey’s son Herry, who has Down’s syndrome, and after he works on repairing his house he begins to develop a different relationship with his own children:

Quoyle chopped at his secret path to the shore. Read his books. Played with his daughters. Saw briefly, once, Petal’s vanished face in Sunshine’s look. Pain he thought blunted erupted hot. As though the woman herself had suddenly appeared and disappeared. Of course she had, in a genetic way. He called Sunshine to him, wanted to take her up and press his face against her neck to prolong the quick illusion, but did not. Shook her hand instead, said “How do you do, and how do you do, and how do you do again?” Invoking Wavey, that tall woman. Made himself laugh with the child. (Proulx 148)

Personal Response
     This passage shows me how important it is to be able to move on from the past. Up to this point in the novel, Quoyle is fixated on what there once was, but this quotation shows how Quoyle is looking to the future. This concept made me think about how it is essential to be able to accept the past, but still be able to live beyond it. This could be done either by accepting the death of a loved one and remembering their memory, but without obsessing about him or her. To remember high school after you have graduated, but to still look forward to the future is another example of how to live in the present. Also, when Quoyle is considering how he can see Petal in Sunshine’s face, it made me realize how much relatives can look like each other, and how that can make it difficult to be able to move on after a loved one’s death. My brothers all look similar, and I know that if I lost one of them, it would be impossible not to see him in my other brothers. Quoyle, however, is consciously trying to use Sunshine’s resemblance to Petal to build new memories while still remembering the old ones with Petal. To me, this shows individual maturity, as well as the ability to differentiate between living in the past and remembering the past. This passage showed me the importance of not letting the past drag you down, despite how awful or regretful it is.
Literary Analysis

     This passage shows character development in Quoyle. Through the novel so far, Quoyle has been holding onto Petal’s memory and letting her presence in his mind haunt his dreams and his daily life. In this quotation, Quoyle begins to let go of Petal’s memory and tries to build new ones of Wavey in her place. This shows Quoyle’s development of character because it replaces his memories of a damaged and unhealthy relationship with Petal with happy memories of his time with Wavey. When it details how Quoyle would have tried to prolong the image of Petal before coming to this point in the novel, it shows how he is growing. Before, when he was still in a relationship with Petal and even shortly after her death, he would have been unable to accept any form of change, even within his mind; he would have wanted to hold onto Petal’s familiar memory as long as he could have. This change represents Quoyle’s acceptance of Newfoundland by his general improvement of behaviour, both through new routines, like doing things that are for his pleasure not the pleasure of others, and through his wish for new relationships with new people.

Conclusion
     This passage is significant to the novel because it shows Quoyle’s development from a person who holds onto the past to one who is willing to make a future for himself. It also provides insight on how Quoyle’s character is turning from a person who is rather unfathomable in his pathetic life, to one whom most people can relate to. Proulx also offers a moment of internal reflection on what you are holding onto in your past. This quotation shows the importance of the acceptance of the past and how this revelation affects Quoyle. [630 words]
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