USING QUOTATIONS IN YOUR WRITING

· always introduce your quotation with a sentence that provides context to the quotation

· the quotation must be inserted as a grammatically correct sentence

· immediately following the quotation, you must explain your quotation and show what it does for your argument

· do not begin or end your essay with a quotation  (or do so sparingly)

· quotations must be accurate and must be referenced with a parenthetical citation*--which means you will also need a works cited page at the end of your paper

· quotations should work, grammatically, as part of  a sentence that you write***

·  if the quotation is no more than four lines in your paper, put quotation marks around the quotation and include it in your writing. You still show paragraph changes.
· if a quotation is four lines or more, double indent the quotation on both sides and double-space the entire quotation 

· note rules for quoting dialogue in drama when you use the name of the speaker (s)*

· use single quotation marks enclosed within double to indicate dialogue.
Examples

#1  Davenport suggests that scientific evidence, “ is not only irrelevant, immaterial- it is illegal! ”(Lawrence and Lee 87).

#2  For centuries, people have been fascinated by the phrase, “the secret of life”.  In 1953, two men discovered that secret:
How the message of inheritance is passed from one generation to the next was discovered in 1953, and is the adventure story of science in the twentieth century.  I suppose the moment of drama is the autumn of 1951, when a young manin his twenties, James Watson, arrives at Cambridge and teams up with a man of thirty-five, Francis Crick, to decipher the structure of deoxyribonucleic acid. (Bronowski 390)
 #3 Dialogue between two or more speakers in Drama

Drama Quotations Using MLA Format

1. Use the same rules for quoting prose.  If the quotation is four lines or less, enclose it in quotation marks.  If the quotation is more than four lines, use a colon to introduce the quotation, indent ten spaces and double-space.

2. If you quote dialogue from two or more characters in a play, set the quotation off from your text (Gibaldi 113).  Begin each part of the dialogue with the appropriate character’s name indented ten spaces (double indented) from the margin and written in all capital letters (113).  Follow the name with a period and start the quotation (113).  Indent all subsequent lines in that character’s speech an additional three spaces.  For all other aspects of formatting, follow the rules for prose and poetry (113).  

EXAMPLE (using an Act 1 Review Question from All My Sons)
Guilt and Shame, the Scars of War

How has the war affected Chris? (p. 40) Why does he feel so guilty?

     The war has affected Chris by teaching him the value of a life as well as teaching him a responsibility for others.  During the war, Chris witnessed the deaths of many young soldiers who fought and died for this responsibility, and to show the world that their efforts make a difference.  This is something that will stay with Chris for a long time to come:
CHRIS.  [speaks quietly, factually at first].  It’s all mixed 

   up with so many other things…. You remember, over seas I was in  command of a company?

ANNE.  Yeah, sure.

CHRIS.  Well, I lost them.

ANN.  How many?

CHRIS.  Just about all.

ANN.  Oh, gee!

CHRIS.  It takes a little time to toss that off.  Because they weren’t just  men.  For instance, one    time it’d been raining several days and this kid came up to me, and gave me his last pair of dry socks.  Put them in my pocket.  That’s only a little thing – but   that’s the kind of guys I had.  They didn’t die, they killed themselves for each other.  I mean that exactly, a little more selfish and they’d’ve been here today.  (Miller 39-40)

While Chris was away at war, it is obvious that his ways of viewing things had greatly changed.  Now that he has returned home, he is looking at things through new eyes and past experiences.  Chris is a little shocked to see that back home, where many people were not directly affected, there has been no change whatsoever:  “And then I came home and it was incredible.  I – there was no meaning in it here; the whole thing to them was a kind of a – bus accident.  I went to work with Dad, and that rat-race again.” (40) 

     With his return, Chris is also faced with new feelings of guilt and shame towards his life after the war.  The young man becomes more aware of his blessings as he no longer takes his life for granted.  He feels that he does not deserve his luxurious possessions and it is his good fortune that spurs this feeling of guilt.  Chris is also ashamed of the fact that, back home, things have remained the same as though caught up by an artist’s brush in a still life.  The continuous going about of lives as if nothing happened makes him feel as though his company died for naught:  

I felt—what you said—ashamed somehow.  Because nobody was changed at all.  It seemed to make suckers out of a lot of guys.  I felt wrong to be alive, to open the bankbook, to drive the new car, to see the new refrigerator.  I mean you can take those things out of a war, but when you drive that car you’ve got to know that it came out of the love a man can have for a man, you’ve got to be a little better because of that.  Otherwise what you have is really loot, and there’s blood on it.  I didn’t want to take any of it. (40)   

Like many war veterans, Chris is having trouble adjusting to life after the war.  He feels betrayed about the fact that things have not progressed, but have remained stable and unaffected back home while he and his comrades fought for freedom.  In due time, Chris will hopefully find a balance between the easy-going, seemingly ungrateful attitude of his hometown, and the horrors and lessons of the battlefield.  Over the years he may even come to accept and embrace the fact that off the war front things stayed the same because, in fact, that was what he and his companions sacrificed their lives for. [333 words]
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