#1—Generally, do not start a poetry quotation in the middle of a clause or sentence.  Start and stop quotations at full stops.

POETRY—
1. If you quote all or part of a single line of verse that does not require special emphasis, put it in quotation marks within your text (Gibaldi 111).  You may also incorporate two or three lines of verse this way, using a back-slash with a space on each side ( / ) to separate the lines (111).  Use the author’s name and the line numbers of the poem in the parenthetical citation.  Page numbers will appear on the works cited page.

2. Verse quotations of more than three lines should begin on a new line (112).  Unless the quotation involves unusual spacing, indent each line ten spaces and double space (112).  A line that is too long to fit within the right margin should be continued on the next line and indented an additional three spaces (112).  You may reduce the ten space indent, if it will eliminate the need for line continuations (112).  
3. If the spatial arrangement of the original lines, including indentation and spacing, is unusual, reproduce it as accurately as possible (112).

Example 1 (under three line/author’s name in the signal phrase)

When reflecting on a visit to Baltimore, Cullen observes, “Of all the things that happened there / That’s all that I remember” (11-12).  

The entry on the works cited page would be as follows:

Cullen, Countee. “Incident”  Sound and Sense. 2nd ed.  Ed. Laurence Perrine.  Canada: Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1963. 265. Print.

Example 2 (over three lines)

The third stanza of “Richard Cory” describes his wealth and education as something most people would desire:

And he was rich—yes, richer than a king—

And admirably schooled in every grace:

In fine, we thought that he was everything

To make us wish that we were in his place. (Robinson  9-12)

Example 3 (with unusual spacing and indenting)

An anonymous poet uses an interesting observation to define love:

But the most wonderful love, the Love of all loves,

                 Even greater than the love for Mother,

Is the infinite, tenderest, passionate love
     Of one dead drunk for another.  (Anonymous  5-8)

