Some Basic Terms to Know
A complete sentence must contain a subject and a predicate.
Subject—The subject is the doer of the action in a sentence.  The simple subject can be found by asking “who” or “what”.

Shakespeare wrote many great plays. 
Who?
September is my least favourite month of the year.
What?
Predicate—The simple predicate is the verb of the sentence.  It can be action or being.  It can be one, two, three, or more words.

I am happy.
I will be going to Ottawa to visit my cousin.

Phrase—A phrase is a group of related words that does the work of a single word.  It has no subject or predicate.

A haze covered some of the distant hills.

The land was rich in minerals.

Class started late in the afternoon.

Clause—A clause is a group of related words with a subject and predicate. When you are a good writer, you know how to correctly use clauses.  The most important thing is knowing how to correctly combine clauses to write complex and interesting sentences. Each clause is used to present information to your reader.
Independent Clauses may stand by themselves as a complete grammatical sentence.

He worked very hard to improve his slap-shot.

She played very well.

***You cannot join two independent clauses using a comma***

I like learning about grammar, it will improve my writing skills.—dreaded comma splice
Dependent Clauses  (a.k.a. subordinate clauses) cannot stand by themselves and must be joined to an independent clause. Dependent clauses are usually missing necessary information.
After swimming across Lake Ontario on a warm summer day. (Missing info)
When we played soccer, we played to win.  (dependent clause in red joined to independent clause)
After learning about clauses and memorizing many grammatical terms. (dependent clause)
CLAUSE RULES TO KNOW

1. You cannot join two independent clauses with a comma.

[ I like teaching grammar, it is important.]

2. A dependent clause is not a complete sentence.  It must be combined with an independent clause to be complete.

[ After I teach a grammar lesson.]—dependent because the thought is incomplete
[ After I teach a grammar lesson, I like to read.]—completes the idea and tells what happens “after”
3. Of course, you also cannot combine two dependent clauses.

[ Before I came to school, one thing I like to do is.]

