Modifier Mistakes

Simply put, modifiers are words, clauses, or phrases that specify, clarify, or describe something in your sentence.

Modifier mistakes are often very humourous because what the sentence actually says is not what the writer intended. They are one of the most common writing errors!
Basic Principle: Modifiers are like teenagers: they fall in love with whatever they're next to.  Make sure they're next to something they ought to modify! (Capital Community College)
1. Misplaced Modifiers--Modifiers should be placed near the words they describe.

(be careful when using simple modifiers like “barely’, “just”, “only” etc.

MISTAKES

A policeman clocked the Corvette speeding down the street  in plain clothes.

Sally sat waiting for her boyfriend to arrive in a short black dress.

He barely kicked the ball three yards.

Learning about modifier mistakes will help us be better writers in English.
2. Dangling Modifiers--A dangling modifier is a descriptive word or phrase that does not refer to anything in the sentence.

MISTAKES

Sailing over the outfield wall, the crowd went wild.

Instead of hanging on the hook, I left the keys in my car.

Instead of studying, the television was turned on.

3. Squinting Modifiers—The meaning of a sentence becomes obscure or ambiguous because an adverb is placed in an awkward place

MISTAKES

Students who seek their teacher’s advice often can improve their grades.

(Do they seek advice frequently, or do they frequently improve their grades by seeking advice?)

Only Atlantic salmon can be caught in the early summertime.

(Can only that type of fish be caught, or can they only be caught in a certain season?)
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