A Checklist for Essays

Consult the following list before and during the preparation of your essay.  Ideally, depending on the topic and purpose of your writing, every question would be answered, “YES”.

1. Does your essay respond to the topic precisely?

Do you indicate which topic you are writing about? (thesis is clear)
2. Do you have a clear central thesis?

Can you state your central thesis in one sentence?

(It does not necessarily appear this way in your essay)

Does everything in your essay in some way relate to your central thesis?

Do you show exactly how it relates?

3. Do you develop ideas rather than simply state them?

Does your essay offer a reasonable discussion that would have something challenging to say to someone opposing your view?

Have you really had to think through the issues in order to write your essay?

4. Is your essay clearly and logically organized?

Does it meet the length/word requirement? 
Do you have a clear introduction and conclusion?

Does you introduction get right to the central problem and indicate your central thesis?

Does your conclusion really follow from what preceded it?

5. Does your essay show a solid understanding of the text(s) upon which it is based?

Do you quote or refer to passages to support your points (or use them to argue against)?

Are you careful to avoid over-quoting?

Are your quotations the best, most appropriate ones for your purposes?

Are your quotations correctly inserted and explained?

Do you cite all references used in your essay and have you included a works cited page?

6. Have you worked over your sentences to be sure that they are clear, precise, and grammatical?  

Have you used a dictionary and spell-checker?

Have you carefully proofread your essay for errors?

Did you make the best word choices?  Is your wording clear and accurate?

7. Did you learn a substantial amount about the issue with which your essay concerned?

Do you have more questions now than you had before you started?

Do you consider the topic more complex now than you did before writing the essay?

