Dialectical Journal Example—Inherit the Wind
Quotation—Golden dancer (Lawrence and Lee 97)
Notice that this is below your required word count!
Sample Written Response

In Act 3 of the play, Inherit the Wind ,Cates and Drummond are waiting for the jury to return and they are discussing what the jury might be thinking about.  Drummond points out that in difficult cases it is tough to tell what a jury might do.  He is used to defending “long shots” (Lawrence and Lee 96) and starts to reminisce about his childhood and his first long shot, a toy rocking horse named Golden Dancer:
DRUMMOND. Sometimes I think the law is like a horse race.  Sometimes it   seems to     me I ride like fury, just to end up back where I started.  Might as well be on a merry-go-round, or arocking horse…or…(He half-close his eyes. His voice is far away, his lips barely move)Golden Dancer….

CATES. What did you say?

DRUMMOND. That was the name of my first long shot.  Golden Dancer. She was in the big side window of the general store in Wakeman, Ohio.  I used to stand out in the street and say to myself, “If I had Golden dancer I’d have everything in the world that I wanted.”  (he cocks an eyebrow)  I was seven years old, and a very fine judge of rocking-horses.  (He looks off again, into the distance) GoldenDancer has  a bright red mane, blue eyes, and she was gold all over, with people spots.  When the sun hit her stirrups, she was a dazzling sight to see.  But she was a week’s wages for my father. So Golden dancer and I always had a plate glass window between us. (Reaching back for the memory)  But—let’s see, it wasn’t Christmas;  must’ve been my birthday—I woke up in the morning and there was Golden dancer at the foot of my bed!  Ma had skimped on the groceries, and my father’d worked nights for a month. (Reliving the moment)  I jumped into the saddle and started to rock—(Almost a whisper)  And it broke!  It split in two!  The wood was rotten, the whole thing was put together with spit and sealing wax!  All shine, and no substance!  (Turning to CATES)  Bert, wheneveryou see something bright, shining, perfect seeming—all gold, with purple spots—look behind the paint!  And if it’s a lie—show it up for what it really is! (96-97)


One thing I like about this passage is that is easy to relate to.  I can remember several times in my life when I wanted something as badly as Drummond wanted “Golden Dancer” and felt that this something would make my life complete. More importantly, I also remember how the novelty of this item would soon wear off and I would want something else; I was never truly satisfied. Often, as in the “Golden Dancer” example, I was disappointed with the item I so craved and learned the lesson that material things do not satisfy your true wants and needs.  

I also like how this passage shows us that Drummond came from a poor family, who were willing to sacrifice so that their son could get what he wanted.  I think it gives his character more credibility to know that he came from humble beginnings to become one of the most famous and successful defence lawyers in America.  I appreciate what my family does for me and understand that their support is what made me who I am.
Lawrence and Lee use the “Golden Dancer” metaphor to deliver the most important theme in this play.  The last three sentences clearly show what trial, and the play, are really about: “All shine no substance! (Turning to Cates) Bert, whenever you see something bright, shining, perfect-seeming—all gold, with purple spots—look behind the paint!  And if it`s a lie—show it up for what it really is`` (97).  This thematic message in this passage is one of the most important in the play.  It stresses the importance of standing up and doing what is right, especially when doing so puts you at odds with the majority.  Clearly, Drummond is alluding to Brady, Reverend Brown, and a Fundamentalist view of the Bible.  He is suggesting that they are “all shine no substance” (97) and is encouraging Bert to stay strong and be true to his personal convictions.  Lawrence and Lee, through Drummond, are telling us to literally look deeper into things and be willing to expose the truth.  This takes both courage and leadership.      

The Golden Dancer metaphor helps to deliver one of the strongest thematic messages in the entire play.  It gives insight into Drummond’s background and shows why he is willing to fight for what he believes in.  Drummond makes many important speeches in this play, but I find the “Golder Dancer” speech to be the most important and memorable part of the entire play. (484 words)
TEACHER NOTES:  You do not do this. It is here to help guide your writing.


Notice how the first paragraph establishes context for the quotation.








The next two paragraphs are personal responses to the text.  Depending on the quotation choice you make, this may be a longer or shorter part of your journal entry.




















The last part of the entry puts a focus on literary elements (in this case theme and metaphor).  Again, depending on your chosen quotation, this may be a longer or shorter part of your entry.





Finally, conclude with a brief closing thought and a word count.








