English 12
Hand-out 2015



 Mr. Milligan


DIALECTICAL WRITING 
OUTCOMES COVERED: 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 6.1, 6.2, 7.1, 7.2, 7.3, 8.1, 8.3, 9.1, 9.2, 10.1, 10.2, 10.3

Simply put, “dialectical” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by the exchange of logical arguments” (dictionary.com). Dialectical writing, then, is used to arrive at the “truth” of a written work through written responses to quotations from that work.  You will be using a novel as the anchor text for your writing.  Through writing, you prove you are a literate reader. Dialectical writing is also an effective way for me to assess your reading comprehension ( how well you actually understand the text).
The purpose of dialectical writing is to identify significant pieces of text and explain/discuss their significance. It is another form of highlighting/annotating text and should be used to think about, digest, summarize, question, clarify, critique, and analyze what you read. It is a way to take notes on what you read, using the actual text, so that when you are asked to write an essay about or utilize the information from the text you do not have to reread the entire piece. Instead, you can search your notes for direct quotations to use as supporting evidence for your assertions. 
Writing Component--Choosing Significant Quotations
As a reader, you must be able to discern why some passages hold particular significance to the events, characters, and themes in the writing. When you are asked to explain the significance of a quotation, you are being asked to explain why the quotation is an important part of the literature you are reading.  Often, a quotation takes on a particular significance because it relates to one, or both, of the following two elements of fiction: Character and Theme.  An author will often employ various literary techniques to present their ideas.  (metaphor, simile hyperbole, satire, symbolism, personification, irony etc.) A good reader is able to recognize analyze techniques used by authors. SEE YOUR HAND-OUTS FOR MORE DETAILS***
Requirements
You must select important passages from the novel.  You must choose passages from the chapters you are assigned.  For a quotation to work well for your tasks, each passage is usually at least fifty words in length. Include an MLA parenthetical citation.  Include all significant parts of the quotation.  Do not cut a passage off or begin in the middle of an important thought. You must copy each quotation using M.L.A. format. Choose quotations that you can connect with  and have literary merit (contain writing techniques that you can analyze) . 
Your written response follows the quotation. Each written response should be 500-600 words in total and include a word count at the end. Write something insightful about the quotation to demonstrate that you understand the significance of the passage and have thought about it. This process is an important way to understand a piece of literature. By writing about literature, you can prove that you truly understand it. When you do this yourself, then the text belongs to you--you have made it yours. The passages in a novel are for everyone to read; however, the connections and interpretations you make are uniquely yours. 
You should carefully annotate the passage before you write about it.
Writing Possibilities (Why is the passage both interesting and important to the text?)
You will be evaluated on the insight and analysis shown in your responses. Entries should include genuine responses to the text.  This includes writing about personal reflections (text to self and text to the real world connections), literary techniques and qualities (descriptive language, diction, figurative language, allusion, characterization, etc.), use of the elements of fiction (theme, characterization, character development, symbolism). 
SEE YOUR HAND-OUTS FOR MORE DETAILS
The most important thing to remember is that your observations/analysis should be specific to the actual passage.  DO NOT SIMPLY PARAPHRASE THE PASSAGE! Respond, analyze, and evaluate.  BE SURE TO WRITE SPECIFICALLY ABOUT THE QUOTATION AND NOT JUST THE NOVEL IN GENERAL.
How to Format Your Written Responses
· Use MLA no cover page format each time you hand in an entry. Include an original title.

· Label each section of the four sections of your Dialectical writing.  

· Organize your writing into paragraphs. (see below)
· Be sure to add a Works Cited to the end of your writing.
Each response should contain the following elements. Divide each entry into four to six paragraphs (500-600 words IN TOTAL)*: 
“The Formula”
 (1) Context: 1st  paragraph--Provide a brief (one to three sentences) explanation to provide context for your quotation.  Be sure to mention the chapter number.  Insert the quotation to the end of this paragraph.
(2) Personal Response: Provide your personal thoughts/perspectives on the quotation (your insights) 1-2 paragraphs (250 words or more)
(3) Literary Analysis: Point out what elements of fiction are the focal points of the passage and/or comment on the use of literary devices/techniques in the quotation. 1-2 paragraphs (250 words or more)
(4)  Conclusion: Final paragraph--Provide a brief closing comment/conclusion.

INCLUDE A WORD COUNT. DO NOT COUNT DIRECT QUOTATIONS IN YOUR WORD COUNT.
· You must type each of your entries and double-space the writing.
· You may be given some class time to work on your entries. Some students may choose to work on drafts in class and type final copies at home. 
· Also, write   /2  
/7 
/7 
/2
/2   = /20   on the bottom of the last page

This is a Major Reading and Viewing Assessment 
I will be collecting your dialectical writing on a regular schedule. (3 times)
Ch _______, Ch _______, Ch _______
  /20  See your rubric for details on how you are being assessed.
Grade 12 ELA Outcomes                Dialectical Journals

	GCO 1: Students will be expected to speak and listen to explore, extend, clarify, and reflect on their thoughts, ideas, feelings, and experiences.
	

	1.1 examine others' ideas and synthesize what is helpful to clarify and expand on their own understanding
	

	1.2 ask discriminating questions to acquire, interpret, analyse, and  evaluate ideas and information
	

	1.3 articulate, advocate, and justify positions on an issue or text in a convincing manner, showing an understanding of a range of viewpoints
	

	1.4 listen critically to analyse and evaluate concepts, ideas, and information
	

	GCO 2: Students will be expected to communicate information and ideas effectively and clearly, and to respond personally and critically.
	

	2.1interact in both leadership and support roles in a range of situations, some of which are characterized by complexity of purpose, procedure, and subject
	

	2.2 adapt language and delivery for a variety of audiences and purposes in informal and formal contexts, some of which are characterized by complexity of purpose, procedure, and subject matter
	

	2.3 respond to a wide range of complex questions and directions
	

	2.4 reflect critically on and evaluate their own and others' uses of language in a range of contexts, recognizing elements of verbal and non-verbal messages that produce powerful communication
	

	GCO 3: Students will be expected to interact with sensitivity and respect, considering the situation, audience, and purpose.
	

	3.1 consistently demonstrate active listening and concern for the needs, rights, and feelings of others
	

	3.2 demonstrate how spoken language influences and manipulates, and reveals ideas, values, and attitudes
	

	3.3 address the demands of a variety of speaking situations, making critical language choices, especially of tone and style

 - express individual voice, enabling them to remain engaged, but be able to determine whether they will express themselves or remain silent
	

	GCO 4: Students will be expected to select, read, and view with understanding a range of literature, information, media, and visual texts.
	●

	4.1 select texts to support their learning needs and range of special interests
	 ●

	4.2 read widely and experience a variety of literary genre and modes from different provinces and countries, and world literature from different literary periods
	

	4.3 articulate their understanding of ways in which information texts are constructed for particular purposes
	●

	4.4 use the cuing systems and a variety of strategies to construct meaning in reading and viewing complex and sophisticated print and media texts
	●


	4.5 articulate their own processes and strategies in exploring, interpreting, and reflecting on sophisticated texts and tasks
	●

	GCO 5: Students will be expected to interpret, select, and combine information using a variety of strategies, resources, and technologies.
	●

	5.1 access, select, and research, in systematic ways, specific information to meet personal and individual learning needs

· use the electronic network and other sources of information, in ways characterized by complexity of purpose, procedure, or subject matter
· evaluate their research processes
	●

	GCO 6: Students will be expected to respond personally to a range of texts.
	●

	6.1 make informed personal responses to increasingly challenging print and media texts and reflect on their responses

· make connections between their own values, beliefs, and cultures and those reflected in literary and media texts
· analyze thematic connections among texts and articulate an understanding of the universality of many themes
· demonstrate a willingness to explore diverse perspectives to develop or modify their points of view
	●

	6.2 articulate and justify points of view about texts and text elements

· interpret ambiguities in complex and sophisticated texts
	●

	GCO 7: Students will be expected to respond critically to a range of texts, applying their understanding of language, form, and genre.
	●

	7.1 critically evaluate the information they access
	●

	7.2 show the relationships among language, topic, purpose, context and audience

· note the relationship of specific elements of a particular text to elements of other texts
· describe, discuss, and evaluate the language, ideas, and other significant characteristics of a variety of texts and genres
	●

	7.3  respond critically to complex and sophisticated texts

· examine how texts work to reveal and produce ideologies, identities, and positions
· examine how media texts construct notions of roles, behaviour, culture, and reality
· examine how textual features help a reader and viewer to create meaning of the texts
	●

	GCO 8: Students will be expected to use writing and other ways of representing to explore, clarify, and reflect on their thoughts, feelings, experiences, and learnings; and to use their imagination
	●

	8.1 use writing and other ways of representing to explore, extend, and reflect on

· their experiences with and insights into challenging texts and issues
· the writing processes and strategies they use
· their achievements as language users and learners
· the basis for their feelings, and attitudes
	●

	8.2 use note-making strategies to reconstruct increasingly complex knowledge

· explore the use of photographs, diagrams, storyboards, etc., in documenting experiences
	

	8.3 make effective choices of language and techniques to enhance the impact of imaginative writing and other ways of representing
	●

	GCO 9: Students will be expected to create texts collaboratively and independently, using a variety of forms for a range of audiences and purposes.
	●

	9.1 produce writing and other forms of representation characterized by increasing complexities of thought, structure, and conventions
	●

	9.2 demonstrate an understanding of the ways in which the construction of texts can create, enhance, or control meaning

· make critical choices of form, style, and content to address increasingly complex demands of different purposes and audiences
	●

	9.3 evaluate the responses of others to their writing and media production
	

	GCO 10: Students will be expected to use a range of strategies to develop effective writing and other ways of representing and to enhance their clarity, precision, and effectiveness
	●

	10.1 apply their knowledge of what strategies are effective for them as creators of various writing and other representations
	●

	10.2 use the conventions of written language accurately and consistently in final products
	●

	10.3 use technology effectively to serve their communication purposes

· design texts that they find aesthetically pleasing and useful
	●

	10.4 demonstrate a commitment to the skillful crafting of a range of writing and other representations
	●

	10.5 integrate information from many sources to construct and communicate meaning
	●


