How to Write an Introductory Paragraph
· Be sure that you understand your question and have a clear and accurate thesis statement.  Your thesis will be based upon the question you have chosen.

· Use the “funnel analogy” to organize your introduction.

1. Your first sentence must name the name of the text, the author, and make a broad statement that will lead you to your thesis.

2. Provide necessary contextual information that will lead the reader to your specific thesis.  This will be several sentences, but should not be simply a plot summary. ***LT #2 and #3 will require you to use a quotation in your introductory paragraph***
3. Write a clearly worded thesis sentence—this normally appears at the end of your introductory paragraph.
The first sentence of your next paragraph will provide a transition from your thesis to your first thesis argument.

Sample Introductory Paragraph
          In the play, Inherit the Wind, by Jerome Lawrence and Robert E. Lee, Bertram Cates is put on trial for teaching Darwin’s evolution of man in a public school.  Many people outside the small Bible-belt town of Hillsboro believe that the actual law is unjust and restricts an individual’s right to free speech.  One such man, defense lawyer Henry Drummond, is willing to put aside his personal beliefs on the issue of creation  versus evolution to fight for Bert Cates’ right to teach theories that differ from Hillsboro’s Fundamentalist views on the creation of man.  Drummond’s actions represent the very essence of French philosopher, Voltaire, whose famous Dictum states, “I disapprove of what you say but will defend to the death your right to say it.” (An Introduction 1).  Through the actions and words of Drummond and other characters in the play, Lawrence and Lee demonstrate that Voltaire’s Dictum is a major theme in Inherit the Wind.

· what is the thesis statement in this paragraph?

· play Jeopardy.  What question fits this introductory paragraph?

· notice how the paragraph begins with a broad statement and moves toward a more narrow focus as the thesis statement is given.

· notice how information such as the play’s title, authors, issues, and characters are smoothly introduced in the writing. 

· what is the next step?  What should be the focus of the essay that follows?

