Improving the Style of Your Introduction

1. In an essay your introductory paragraph establishes your topic and provides a clear thesis (controlling idea) for your essay.

2. In a paragraph the topic sentence establishes the topic of your paragraph.  This is especially important when you are writing a one paragraph response.

Example Topic—a 300 word essay on racism in our society

In grade 4-7 you could get away with this:


In this essay I am going to write about how racism is bad and tell you what I think we can do to stop racism.

As your writing progressed you advanced to this:


In my opinion racism is a big problem in society and I think we should take steps to prevent racism from spreading.

In high school and beyond you are expected to be able to do this:


Racism is endemic in our society and our nation should be taking steps to get rid of this plague to humanity.

Endemic—regularly found in a particular people (Is this a good word choice?)

Notice how the wording, sentence structure, and vocabulary improved in each case.  This is called diction and syntax.

Critique each example.  What are the strengths and weakneses?  

NEVER REFER TO YOUR ESSAY IN YOUR ESSAY:


In this essay… etc
