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Faith or Reason

What is the dramatic purpose of Howard’s testimony?

Howard’s testimony may seem like a minor part of the trial, but it added a dramatic effect to the defense’s case, showing how people do not think for themselves and that by learning about evolution, a person’s religious beliefs are not altered. Howard’s testimony helped the defense to prove that the right to think was on trial, along with Bert Cates. This is especially apparent when the prosecution objects to Drummond asking Howard about morality and religious beliefs:
DRUMMOND.  I am trying to establish, Your Honor, that Howard—or Colonel Brady—or Charles Darwin—or anyone in this courtroom—or you, sir—has the right to think!



JUDGE.  Colonel Drummond, the right to think is not on trial here.

DRUMMOND. (Energetically). With all respect to the bench, I hold that the right to think is very much on trial! It is fearfully in danger in the proceedings of this court.



BRADY. (Rises).  A man is on trial!

DRUMMOND.  A thinking man! And he is threatened with fine and imprisonment because he chooses to speak what he thinks. (Lawrence and Lee 71-72)
Drummond is trying to prove the point that people in the town of Hillsboro do not get the opportunity to think, and those who do get penalized for doing so. He uses Howard’s testimony to dramatically show how even at a young age, someone does not have a chance to form their own thoughts and beliefs because religion is shoved down their throats from the day they are born. They are to believe in God and creationism, and people who oppose those beliefs are morally wrong and will go to hell. By using Howard, Drummond has made the jury, and the people of Hillsboro, consider their right to think and how it may be jeopardized by religion. Not only does Drummond use this dramatic testimony to show how the right to form one’s own thoughts is on trial because that is what Bert Cates did, he also uses this tactic to show how by learning about evolution, no one has had their religious beliefs completely changed. Drummond asks Howard a question to prove to the jury that even though he was taught evolution, it has not affected his life significantly: “Did it do you any harm? You still feel reasonably fit? What Mr. Cates told you, did it hurt your baseball game any?” (72). Drummond uses humour to show how a person who has been told about evolution has not changed their daily life, or their faith for that matter. Learning about evolution will not change a person’s belief system; it will just make them think about the other options that other people believe. The purpose of Howard’s testimony is to add dramatic effect to the play by showing that people are not able to form their own thoughts and beliefs because of their religious town, and even those who have learned about evolution do not lose their faith. [363 words]---does not include the words of the actual quotations.
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