MLA Rules For Drama

DRAMA —When you use a quotation from a play, you have the added option of showing the name of the speaker.  This is especially useful when you want to use a section from the play that includes more than one speaker.

1. Use the same rules for quoting prose.  If the quotation is four line or less, enclose it in quotation marks.  If the quotation is more than four lines, use a colon to introduce the quotation, indent ten spaces and double-space.

2. If you quote dialogue from two or more characters in a play, set the quotation off from your text (Gibaldi 113).  Begin each part of the dialogue with the appropriate character’s name indented ten spaces (double indented) from the margin and written in all capital letters (113).  Follow the name with a period and start the quotation (113).  Indent all subsequent lines in that character’s speech an additional three spaces.  For all other aspects of formatting, follow the rules for prose and poetry (113).  

NOTE—You can start or stop a quotation from a play wherever you wish.  However, once you start, you cannot skip things as you copy a quotation from the original source.  This includes stage directions.

Example 1  (one speaker)


Portia makes several racist remarks in The Merchant of Venice.  She is especially racist in her comment about the approaching Prince of Morocco, who she fears will be dark skinned:

If I could bid the fifth welcome with so good heart 



  as I can bid the other four farewell, I should be glad



  of his approach:  if he have the condition of a saint



  and the complexion of a devil, I had rather he should 



  shrive me than wive me. (Shakespeare 1.3.126-30)

Because it is blank verse poetry, the line changes are also as per the original source.  For drama, when possible, MLA prefers act, scene, and line numbers.  The works cited page for a Shakespeare play would follow the same format as the examples for works in an anthology.  

NOTE-- You can also choose to not show the speaker and simply use the line you want from the original source.  Follow the rules for prose quotations.  However, if it is a Shakespearean play you are still responsible for showing the ends of each line either by using back slashes or copying the line changes exactly as they appear in the original text.

Example 2 (drama –no speaker given)


In Othello, Iago tries to outrage Brabantio by describing Othello and Desdemona’s relationship in the most vulgar terms possible:  “Even now, now, very now, an old black ram /  Is tupping your white ewe”  (Shakespeare 1.1.90-91).

The backslash after “ram” indicates the line change.  Quotation marks must be used to indicate that this is a quotation.

Example 3 (drama with more than one speaker)  
The war has affected Chris by teaching him the value of a life as well as teaching him a responsibility for others.  During the war, Chris witnessed the deaths of many young soldiers who fought and died for this responsibility, and to show the world that their efforts make a difference.  This is something that will stay with Chris for a long time to come:

CHRIS.  [speaks quietly, factually at first].  It’s all mixed 

up with so many other things…. You remember, over seas I was in  command of a company?

ANNE.  Yeah, sure.

CHRIS.  Well, I lost them.

ANN.  How many?

CHRIS.  Just about all.

ANN.  Oh, gee!

CHRIS.  It takes a little time to toss that off.  Because they weren’t just  men.  For instance, one time it’d been raining several days and this kid came up to me, and gave me his last pair of dry socks.  Put them in my pocket.  That’s only a little thing – but that’s the kind of guys I had.  They didn’t die, they killed themselves for each other.  I mean that exactly, a little more selfish and they’d’ve been here today.  (Miller 39-40)

POETRY—If you quote all or part of a single line of verse that does not require special emphasis, put it in quotation marks within your text (Gibaldi 111).  You may also incorporate two or three lines of verse this way, using a back-slash with a space on each side ( / ) to separate the lines (111).  Use the author’s name and the line numbers of the poem in the parenthetical citation.  Page numbers will appear on the works cited page.

Verse quotations of more than three lines should begin on a new line (112).  Unless the quotation involves unusual spacing, indent each line ten spaces and double space (112).  A line that is too long to fit within the right margin should be continued on the next line and indented an additional three spaces (112).  You may reduce the ten space indent, if it will eliminate the need for line continuations (112).  If the spatial arrangement of the original lines, including indentation and spacing, is unusual, reproduce it as accurately as possible (112).

