Prose Quotations—Things to Consider

1. a short quotation 
· If a prose quotation runs no more than four lines of your own writing on your page, put it in quotation marks and incorporate it into the text (Gibaldi 110).
· If the short quotation contains dialogue, you use single quotation marks to show the dialogue.  Usually, this means you will be changing double quotation marks from the text to single quotation marks in your writing.
· If a short quotation has paragraph changes, follow the same rules you would use for a long quotation.
2. a long quotation
If a quotation runs more than four lines set it off from your text by beginning a new line, indenting ten spaces from the left margin, and typing it double-spaced without adding quotation marks (Gibaldi 110).  Use a colon to introduce the quotation.  If you quote only a single paragraph or part of one, do not indent the first line more than the rest (110-11).  If you need to quote two or more paragraphs, indent the first line of each paragraph an additional three spaces (111).  If the first sentence quoted does not begin a paragraph in the original source, do not indent it the additional three spaces.
Example 2 (quotation over four lines, not the beginning of a paragraph) 

At the conclusion of Lord of the Flies, Ralph and the other boys realize the horror of their actions:

The tears began to flow and sobs shook him. He gave himself up to them now for the first time on the island; great, shuddering spasms of grief that seemed to wrench his whole body.  His voice rose under the black smoke before the burning wreckage of the island; and infected by that emotion, the other little boys began to shake and sob too. (Golding 184)

Example 3 (over four lines with paragraph changes)  Ralph tries to maintain some degree of civility and refuses to allow his tribe to paint their faces:

   “Then we must go as we are,” said Ralph, “and they won’t be any better.”

   Eric made a detaining gesture.

   “But they’ll be painted!  You know how it is.”

   The others nodded.  They understood only too well the liberation into savagery that the concealing paint brought out.

   “Well, we won’t be painted,” said Ralph, “because we aren’t savages.” 

   Samneric looked at each other.

   “All the same--“
   “No paint!” (157)

SEE SAMPLE FROM THE LEANING TREE ESSAY
