All My Sons—Review Questions

Act I

1. What atmosphere is created in the opening scene of the play?

2. Prior to the appearance of Kate Keller (Miller 22), what do we learn about Joe Keller’s a) character and b) problems?

3. Why is Frank researching Larry’s “favourable day”?(12) Is it reasonable?

4. In what different ways do Keller, Chris, and Kate react to the destruction of the tree in the storm?  What does this tell us about each character?

5. Why does Kate believe Larry will return?

6. What important information about the past is revealed by the Kellers’ discussion with Ann?(29-37)

7. Why, exactly, is Steve Deever in prison?

8. How has the war affected Chris?(40) Why does he feel so guilty?

9. Why does the news of George’s visit create such a stir?

10. What atmosphere is created in the final scenes involving a) Keller and Chris (pp.41-43) and b) Keller and Kate? (43-44)

Act II

1. In her conversation with Ann (49-51),   Sue makes some interesting observations about life List three of the things that Sue says to Anne and give your opinion on what she has said.

2. What does Sue reveal about Joe Keller?

3. What does Keller mean when he says, “everybody’s getting’ so Goddam educated in this country there’ll be nobody to take away the garbage.”(53)?

4. What does Keller say he can do for George?  What might this suggest?

5. What does George have to say about the day the defective cylinder heads were shipped?  How does he make his argument seem plausible? (60-62)

6. What does George mean when he says, “Everything they have is covered with blood.  You’re not the kind of girl who can live with that.”(62)?

7. How does Kate change the atmosphere when she enters to greet George?(63-67)

8. What arguments does Keller use to persuade George of his father’s guilt?(69)

9. Why/how does Keller’s health become a contentious issue?

10. In his confession of guilt at the end of the act, what justification does Keller give for his actions?(75-76)

11. With whom do you chiefly sympathize at this point in the play?  Explain your answer.

Act III

1. What does Jim mean by his reference to the “star of one’s honesty”?(80)

2. What demand does Ann make from Kate in return for her silence?(83-84)

3. Why does Ann give Larry’s letter to Kate and Chris? (85 and 88)  What does the letter reveal about Larry’s disappearance?

4.  What is Chris saying about honour in his speech on page 86?

5. What does Chris want from his mother and father? (89)  Based on what you know about his parents, is his demand possible?

6. To what extent is Keller’s suicide an a) appropriate, and b) effective ending to the play?

7. Do Chris and Ann have a reasonable chance at a happy future together?  Explain.

